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MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM
JOINT LAND USE STUDY
PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE MEETING
JUNE 18, 2008
MINUTES
The Joint Land Use Study Public Open House meeting was held June 18, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. in the Creative Senior Center, 31 Memorial Parkway, SW, Fort Walton Beach. Attendee list is provided below (attachment 1).

Commissioner Bill Roberts, Joint Land Use Study Policy Committee chairman, called the meeting to order and thanked everyone for attending and for their interest and participation in this public meeting.  He encouraged all present to fully participate in the evening’s session.  He introduced Michael Bomar, Vice President of Tetra Tech Inc, who is the lead for the study effort.
Mr. Bomar gave introductory remarks and also thanked everyone for attending.  He stated this is the first of two public meetings to review and comment on Joint Land Use Study recommendations; the second will be in early August (although no formal date has been set as of this meeting).  He stressed this evening was intended to be more of an open house wherein attendees walk around, look at the various displays, and make their comments and concerns known to the assembled staff.  He introduced members of his team from Tetra Tech and Les Solin, Principal from Solin and Associates, the planning firm partnered with Tetra Tech on this effort.  Mr Bomar then opened the floor to questions; hearing none, he invited the attendees to review the displays and interact with staff.  He also invited attendees to take one of the JLUS brochures available (attachment 2).  He then turned the meeting over to Jeff Fanto, Growth Project Coordinator for Okaloosa County.
Mr. Fanto then adjourned the formal portion of the meeting.  Participants then interacted with assembled staff. 

Written comments as provided by attendees are included as attachment 3.

The meeting was concluded at approximately 8:00 p.m.
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Prepared By  ___________________________________
                              Jeff Fanto, Growth Project Coordinator
             Okaloosa County Department of Growth Management
Attachment 1

Attendees
Name


Organization

Phone



E-mail
Michael Bomar
Tetra Tech Inc.
837-9278
michael.bomar@tetratech.com
Les Solin

Solin & Assoc.         407-682-7200
saiplans@aol.com
George Newman
Niceville Resident


mogur@cox.net
Nancy Model

Santa Rosa Co.
981-7075
nancym@santarosa.fl.gov
Joe Erhardt

HDR

        904-598-8964
joe.ehardt@hdrinc.com
Christy Bateman
Milton Resident


elandme3@aol.com
Kyle Holley

AFZAG

712-8788
gotuffygo@yahoo.com
D Keller

TNC


222-0199
dkeller@tnc.org
James Wood

Destin Council
837-4242
armyguyindestin@embarqmail.com
Jodi Jordan

AFEV


651-3766
afef@afev.us
Lydia Johnson

City of Valparaiso   334-475-0229
lydiafish@valp.net
Brent Smith

City of Valparaiso
729-5402
bsmith@valp.org
Darryl Sigur

796 CES/CEOCP


sigur@eglin.af.mil
Del Lessard

Bay Beacon

678-1080
del@baybeacon.com
Chip Hunt

96 ABW/XP

882-6169
charles.hunt@eglin.af.mil
Larry Greene

AAC/XP

882-3283
larry.greene@eglin.af.mil
Heyward Strong
City of Valparaiso
729-5402
hhstrong@aol.com
Elliot Kampert

Okaloosa BOCC
651-7524
ekampert@co.okaloosa.fl.us
Daniel Glasson
OEA

          703-604-5154
daniel.glasson@wso.whs.mil
Bill Roberts

Okaloosa BCC
651-7105
broberts@co.okaloosa.fl.us
Jeff Fanto

Okaloosa BCC
609-3014
jfanto@co.okaloosa.fl.us
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Okaloosa, Walton, 
Santa Rosa County 


The Eglin Tri County JLUS will result in a report iden-
tifying existing environment in the study area, any 
current conflicts between land uses and Base opera-
tions, and potential future impacts.  The report will 
also present strategies to minimize current problems, 
encourage compatible future development and pre-
vent incompatible future development. 
 
Anticipated benefits include: 
 


� Improved intergovernmental relationships with 
respect to land use planning and development 
regulations. 


� Improved communications among local govern-
ments, Eglin Air Force Base, and local neighbor-
hoods. 


� Increased awareness of potential conflicts be-
tween land development and Eglin Air Force 
Base. 


� Improved local land development regulations. 
� Protection of future military missions at Eglin. 
� Health, safety, and welfare concerns addressed.  


Program Products and 
Benefits 
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Jeff Fanto  
Okaloosa County  
Department of Growth Management 
Growth Project Coordinator 
1804 Lewis Turner Blvd,   Suite 200 
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32547 
850.609.3014 
850.651.7706 fax 
www.co.okaloosa.fl.us 


For More Information 


Submit feed back and question online at 
www.co.okaloosa.fl.us. From the home page, sim-
ply click on “Customer Service” and  sign in as 
anonymous, register for an online account, or sign-in 
using your existing account.  


Eglin Air Force Base  
June 2008 







Eglin Air Force Base Joint Land Use Study (JLUS): 


 


The Joint Land Use Study (JLUS) program man-
aged by the Office of Economic Adjustment (OEA), 
Office of the Secretary of Defense, is a Department 
of Defense initiative that provides grants to state and 
local governments to participate with military instal-
lations in developing land use plans compatible with 
their mission.  
 
The JLUS program encourages cooperative land 
use planning between military installations and the 
adjacent communities so that future community 
growth and development are compatible with the 
training and operational missions of the installation. 
It is more inclusive in scope than just noise and 
accident potential, and is more public in nature than 
the Air Installations Compatible Use Zones (AICUZ) 
program. Similar to the AICUZ program, the JLUS is 
a cooperative land use planning effort between the 
affected local government(s) and neighboring mili-
tary installation(s). The difference is that a local or 
regional agency takes the lead in conducting the 
JLUS. The JLUS process typically involves various 
local community interests along with the military 
installation, and the study is a locally-produced prod-
uct. Under this arrangement, there is a greater as-
surance that compatible land use controls will be 
adopted. 


What is a Joint Land 
Use Study (JLUS) ?  


 
The primary purpose of the JLUS is for the local gov-
ernments to develop a compatible land use plan and 
set of land development regulations for the properties 
adjacent to and affected by Eglin Air Force Base and 
its operations.   
 
Eglin Air Force Base is situated among three counties 
– Santa Rosa, Okaloosa, and Walton.  Eglin is com-
posed of 724 square miles of land and 123,000 
square miles of  water space, with 36 range test ar-
eas. 
 
As part of 2005 Base Realignment and Closures 
(BRAC), the Department of Defense reported to Con-
gress a recommended personnel and mission re-
alignment to Eglin Air Force Base resulting in the 
addition of almost 5,000 military and civilian workers 
to the Base starting in 2009.  There is a need for a 
systematic evaluation of a larger study area of the 
properties adjacent to and affected by Eglin’s opera-
tions.  Eglin Tri County JLUS will fulfill the need for a 
comprehensive study which brings both regulatory 
and non-regulatory minds together to protect existing 
and future development/operations. 


Why Do We Need a Joint 
Land Use Study?  


The Eglin Tri County JLUS has the following goals: 
 


� Involve local cities and counties within the pro-
ject study area that will include portions of Oka-
loosa, Santa Rosa, and Walton Counties.  


� Protect the health, safety and welfare of the 
civilian and military communities. 


� Identify appropriate regulatory and non-
regulatory measures to ensure compatibility 
between existing and future land uses. 


� Increase communication and cooperation be-
tween Eglin Air Force Base and neighboring 
counties. 


� Protect and promote the present and future op-
erational capabilities of Eglin’s areas. 


 
To achieve these goals, the following general steps 
have been identified: 
 


� Establish a Policy Committee comprised of offi-
cials from local governments, Eglin Air Force 
Base, State of Florida, and other appropriate 
agencies to review and approve specific plan-
ning methodologies and implementation strate-
gies. 


� Establish a Technical Advisory Group comprised 
of professionals and citizens from local commu-
nities.  The Group provides technical expertise 
and advises the Policy Committee. 


� Evaluate existing and future operations and re-
quirements of Eglin’s operations. 


� Evaluate existing and future land uses adjacent 
to and affected by Eglin’s operations. 


� Evaluate existing and proposed land use regula-
tions to determine how conflicts are currently 
addressed, and identify gaps. 


� Identify new land use regulations to ensure com-
patibility between existing and future land uses 
and air operations. 


Program Goals and 
Actions  
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